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death of a tenant, for then his heir had to pay a succession
duty, which usually meant the surrender of his best beast.
In France, where this succession duty was not usually the
custom, an annual impost (taille) was exacted; elsewhere
there were aids, often annual, due to the lord. Finally, the
parish church was as a rule built upon the property of the
lord, who therefore was the patron of the living ; the tenants
had to contribute by tithes (which frequently went into the
lord's pocket) to the upkeep of the church and its priest,
while the priest also claimed a burial fee—the second-best
beast—on the death of a tenant.
Not all the agricultural peasants were subject to these
burdens.    Status and custom differed from place to place,
and there were a number of free tenants who were not bound
to the soil and whose dues were much less oppressive.    But
the large majority were, like the villeins in England, attached
to the soil on which they worked and unable to leave it.
They were, as a rule, completely subject to the lord's juris-
diction, so that they lay at his mercy.    He was supposed to
give them protection against other lords, but in time of war
;hat might mean very little.    The one thing that did protect
;hem was custom.    This gave security of tenure to them
ind their sons after them ; in such times as harvest, it ensured
bhem good meals at the lord's expense.    He could invoke it
bo multiply their burdens, but it could also be invoked against
him.    And the fact remained that they were a necessity,
and therefore, like the animals, must be kept alive.    The size
of their holdings, which was often considerable, enabled them
to subsist, and no more was considered necessary.    Even the
Church, though it recognised that they had souls to be saved,
rarely evinced any compunction for their treatment;  it was
rather concerned with teaching them to be content with the
way of life to which God had called them.    If we are to
believe contemporary accounts, which derive, of course, from
those who were responsible for their treatment, the condition
of the mass of the peasants was wretched indeed ; they were
little better, morally and intellectually, than brute beasts,
and they often received less consideration than those animals
which shared in the pursuits of the nobles—the horse, the
dog, and the falcon.    We are told of their cunning knavery,
which indeed is a natural outcome of oppression, and we

